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Final Minutes of the Governor’s Interagency Council on Health Disparities 
September 30, 2025 

Hybrid Meeting 
Physical meeting at: Radio KDNA 

121 Sunnyside Ave, Granger, WA 98932 
Online via Zoom 

 
Council Members present: 
Benjamin Danielson 
(Chair) 
Victor Rodriguez (Vice 
Chair) 
Linda Baggio 
Courtney Cecale  

Malia D’Alio (Alternate) 
Michelle Davis (Alternate) 
Lydia Faitalia 
Renee Fullerton  
Jennifer Helseth 
Jessica Hernandez 

Nicole Johnson 
Stephen Kutz 
Vic Rodriguez (Alternate) 
JanMarie Ward 
(Alternate)

 
Council Members absent: 
Kennly Asato (Alternate) 
Ashley Bennett 
(Alternate)  
Sarah Clifthorne 
Willie Frank 
Annie Hetzel 

Carrie Huie (Alternate) 
Kelly McLain (Alternate) 
Millie Piazza (Alternate) 
Ed Prince  
María Á. Sigüenza 
(Alternate) 

Kendrick Stewart 
(Alternate)  
Jessica Zinda 
 

 
Staff present: 
Jasmine Alik, Engagement and 
Partnerships Coordinator 
Judith Barba Perez, Engagement and 
Partnerships Coordinator 
Miranda Calmjoy, Health Policy Analyst 
Marcus Dehart, State Board of Health 
Communications Specialist 
Lindsay Herendeen, Health Policy Analyst 

Melanie Hisaw, State Board of Health 
Executive Assistant 
Jo-Ann Huynh, Administrative Coordinator 
LinhPhụng Huỳnh, Council Manager 
Cait Lang-Perez, Health Policy Analyst 
Michelle Larson, State Board of Health 
Communications Manager 
Crystal Ogle, State Board of Health 
Administrative Coordinator 

 
Additional participants (40)  
Lorenzo 
Maria 
Lily 
Consuelo 
Jean Mendoza 
Corwin Scott, Commission on African 
American Affairs 
Elizabeth Gordon, Governor’s Committee 
on Disability Issues & Employment 
Lisa Keating, LGBTQ Commission 

Sierra Red Bow, Environmental Justice 
Council 
Sierra Rotakhina, Environmental Justice 
Council 
Caitlin Safford, Office of the Governor 
Isabella Rivera, Office of Equity 
Mandy Stahre, Office of Financial 
Management 
Omid Bagheri Garakani, Department of 
Health 
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Alexis Bates, Department of Health 
Kylin Beeson, Department of Health 
Heather Berg, Department of Health 
Meghan Cichy, Department of Health 
Roxanne Garcia, Department of Health 
Esmael López, Department of Health 
Elizabeth Torres, Northwest Communities 
Education and Radio KDNA 
Remeka Jones, Department of Health 
Frances Limtiaco, Department of Health 

Melissa West, Department of Health 
Edgar Lopez-Baez, Foundation for 
Healthy Generations 
Dan Ferguson, Greater Health Now 
Maria Remington, Greater Health Now 
Aaron Crow, Health Care Authority 
Missy Yates, Health Care Authority 
Patti Stauffer, Washington State 
University 

 
 
During the meeting, approximately 40 members of the public joined and nine people 
participated in public comment. The Council thanks everyone who took time to join, listen 
in, and share their personal experiences and perspectives during the meeting.
 
Benjamin Danielson, Council Chair, called the public meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. and 
shared welcoming remarks. 
 
LinhPhụng Huỳnh, Council Manager, shared meeting orientation information. 
 
Victor Rodriguez, Council Vice Chair, introduced Elizabeth Torres, Director of 
Operations for the Northwest Communities Education Center and Radio KDNA.  
 
Elizabeth Torres, Northwest Communities Education and Radio KDNA, introduced 
Gilbert Alaniz, Vice President for the Eastern Region. Gilbert Alaniz, Radio KDNA, 
shared that Radio KDNA had worked with the Washington State Departments of Health 
and Commerce on responses to the COVID-19 pandemic, opioids, and gang violence. 
Gilbertlooked forward to continuing work with the state.   
 
Elizabeth shared that Radio KDNA is a non-profit, public radio station with a mission to 
create quality programming to break the barriers of literacy, language, and 
discrimination to better inform and provide resources to the community. Elizabeth said 
that Radio KDNA has been in operation for over 45 years and was started by a group of 
activists and farmworkers. Farmworkers continue to be a main audience for Radio 
KDNA. Elizabeth said the station has covered a variety of topics over time, ranging from 
health, education, housing, legal information, as well as issues like the eruption of 
Mount St. Helens, the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the COVID-19 pandemic and vaccine, and 
emergency messaging for wildfires. Elizabeth spoke about the station’s outreach team 
and the campaigns they have worked on and their station’s general programming, which 
consists of local news, weather reports, and music. Elizabeth said that the radio 
provides easy, free, and flexible access to information in the community’s language and 
at the community’s literacy level. Elizabeth said that Radio KDNA is a radio station, but 
also a community organization that helps bridge the community with the resources they 
need. 
 
Council Members and meeting participants were asked to introduce themselves by 
sharing their name, pronouns, and role/agency. In recognition of Hispanic Heritage 
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Month, Chair Rodriguez also invited members to share a practice they do to celebrate 
their culture. Some responses included: 

• The power of storytelling, personal expression, and lifting up multiple narratives 
to counter the dominant belief that there is only one narrative that is more 
important than other stories. 

• Telling the history and stories of ancestors. 

• The Nigerian value of “adiche”, which preserves identity and traditions by holding 
stories across generations. 

• Some cultural practices around time, such as being up early. 

• Carrying the knowledge of Latino elders through cultural events and expression 
and making tamales, which requires many hands, historical knowledge, and 
patience, as an act of resistance. 

• Storytelling, making fish sauce at home, and offering food to ancestors at the 
altar. 

• Keeping an altar to bring everyone from the past into the present. 

• The culture of interconnectedness from blended families.  

• The LGBTQIA+ community practice of redefining family, culture, and heritage, 
since origin families are not always safe. Keeping the diversity of the community 
at the forefront by storytelling.  

• The spirit of reciprocity and unity.  

• Staying grounded in Tribal and Indigenous heritage and youth.  

• The Native cultural belief that children are perfect and it is the community’s 
responsibility to protect them.  

• The value of children and growing healthy communities. 

• Bringing people together with food and music. 

• Sharing your home with everyone who needs it.  

• The phrases: “watering down the soup,” “there’s always room for one more,” and 
“build larger tables instead of higher fences.” These phrases are connected to 
the idea that state workers tend to be helpers and can be the change. 

• The importance of caring and helping with whatever needs to be done.  

• Pride in making, fixing, and a “do it yourself attitude,” but also learning to bring in 
the community to share resources and support.   

 
JanMarie Ward, Council Member (American Indian Health Commission), shared that it 
is important to say the words we need to say at pivotal times. Member Ward said that 
September 30 is Orange Shirt Day, which acknowledges the truth and reconciliation 
work related to the murder of Native children at boarding schools and recognizes the 
effects of historical genocide that families are still suffering today. Member Ward also 
spoke to the importance of cultural communication provided by Radio KDNA. 
 
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA—POSSIBLE ACTION 

Motion: Approve September 30, 2025, agenda. 
Motion/Second: Kutz/Ward. Approved unanimously. 
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2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES—POSSIBLE ACTION  
Motion: Approve May 20, 2025, minutes. 
Motion/Second: Kutz/Hernadez. Approved unanimously. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Chair Danielson announced the Council was transitioning to the public comment 
period and read from a prepared statement (on file). 

 
Dan Ferguson, Greater Health Now, shared about the community college system 
based in Yakima, which has healthcare training programs and runs Allied 
Healthcare. Dan said they work at Greater Health Now, which is an organization 
serving nine counties in southeastern Washington. Dan shared their personal 
background, including values of culture, health, faith, and education. 
 
Maria Hernandez, Community Member, said they have been involved in various 
organizations since 1995 and are always thinking about their community and 
neighbors. Maria said they were an active voluntary member of the Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 775 for long-term care givers since it 
started in 2002. Maria said that they were a caregiver for 25 years and are now 
retired. Maria also spoke about their activism and said that they are very happy to be 
at the Council’s meeting to bring information back to their communities.  

 
Jean Mendoza, Community Member, said that they speak to policymakers in the 
Yakima Valley and encourage members of the public to offer solutions. Jean said 
there are many marginalized communities in the Yakima Valley and that it can be a 
challenge to encourage grassroots participation. Jean talked about the 
Environmental Report Tracking System (ERTS) through the Department of Ecology 
and the grassroots movement to make complaints known. Jean spoke about the 
Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency’s method for dealing with complaints and asked 
for complaints to be heard and addressed.  

 
4. STAFF, COUNCIL MEMBER, AND PARTNER UPDATES  

Linh shared updates on Council business and partnerships.  

• Staffing. Linh shared that Yen Baynes (biography on file) has joined the Council 
as the Lead Engagement Coordinator for Community and Tribal Relations. Linh 
said that Yen is currently on extended leave and will rejoin the team later this fall.  

• Council membership. Linh thanked members who have transitioned from the 
Council: Diane Klontz and Alison Beason (formerly representing the Department 
of Commerce) and Yolanda Geolingo (formerly representing the Commission on 
African American Affairs). Linh welcomed new members: Sarah Clifthorne and 
Kennly Asato (representing the Department of Commerce) and Malia D’Alio 
(representing the Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs). Linh said that 
staff are in contact with the Secretary of Health about the Department of Health’s 
vacant seat on the Council. Linh noted that another vacancy is for a community 
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member position and encouraged interested parties to reach out via email for 
more information. 

• Chair Danielson’s service. Linh said that Chair Danielson’s term as Chair for the 
Council is ending, and the Governor’s Office may appoint a new Chair. Linh said 
that in the meantime, Chair Danielson is authorized to continue serving and, 
according to the Council’s bylaws, Vice Chair Rodriguez is authorized to fulfill the 
Chair’s responsibilities when Chair Danielson is unavailable. Linh thanked Chair 
Danielson for many years of service and leadership on the Council.  

• Agency request legislation. Linh said that while the Council’s request legislation 
received committee hearings last legislative session, it did not pass the 
legislature. Linh said that Council staff are resubmitting the bill to the new 
Governor’s Administration for consideration with the hope of hearing back by the 
end of the year.   

• Key partnerships. Linh said that staff continue to meet with key partners, 
including the Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight and Accountability 
Committee, the Environmental Justice Council, and the Office of Equity. 

 
Linh directed participants to review meeting materials under Agenda Item 4 for 
important research, reports, and other resources: 

• Commission on Hispanic Affairs’ Rapid Response Hub; 

• LGBTQ+ Survey Report; 

• Report from the WA State Department of Health’s Youth Advisory Council; 

• A summary of research on connections between hope and health; and 

• A baseline overview of health inequities and social drivers of health in 
Washington State. 

 
Jasmine Alik and Judith Barba Perez, Council staff, gave updates about staff’s 
community engagement efforts. 

 

• Summer 2025 engagement. Jasmine shared that engagement staff attended 
health fairs, other local events, and small group meetings to hear from 
communities. Jasmine said staff surveyed 82 community members about their 
experiences with health and well-being, access, and barriers. Judith said that 
staff have also met with community leaders from Mason, Lewis, and Thurston 
counties to discuss their communities’ needs and struggles. Judith said they 
touched on topics such as rural health, building trust, and needing clear 
information conveyed through appropriate languages and methods. Judith 
and Jasmine said that the summary of findings from these are in the Summer 
2025 Engagement Report (on file). Engagement staff said they connected in 
meaningful ways and saw the power of community through their outreach. 

 

• Recap of the community gathering in Sunnyside. Judith and Jasmine shared 
that when originally doing outreach to the Sunnyside community, community 
members expressed a desire for their voices to be heard. Staff organized a 
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gathering where some Council Members and staff could hear from the 
community in a setting where the community feels safe and comfortable. A 
couple of youth participated in the community event by drawing pictures of 
their favorite things, which included foods and animals. The poster was 
displayed in the Council meeting room.  

 

• Themes from the community gathering in Sunnyside. Judith and Jasmine said 
the dinner was a powerful event where participants shared ideas and hopes. 
Staff recapped the following themes: 

• Government accountability 

• The need for better living conditions and a healthy environment 

• Farmworkers’ rights and working conditions 

• Being in fear and wishing for safety 
 

Council Members who attended the gathering added that families feel unsafe 
sending their children to school, with concerns immigration enforcement authorities 
might take them. Community members said that missing school impacts children’s 
education and their nutrition, as the school provides meals. Council members shared 
possible solutions such as providing virtual learning opportunities for families feeling 
unsafe coming in person to school. Lydia Faitalia, Council Member (Commission on 
Asian Pacific American Affairs – CAPAA), shared that the state ethnic commissions 
are assessing updated educational opportunity gap studies and the public has an 
opportunity to participate. 
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez encouraged the Council to honor people who participated in 
the Sunnyside event by following up, sharing information and resources discussed 
today, and  any actions taken. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that the gesture of coming 
back to the community is important so they do not feel forgotten.The Council should 
work to establish the practice of closing the loop.  

 
5. PRESENTATION: HEALTH IMPACT REVIEWS—FISCAL YEAR 2025 UPDATE 

Cait Lang-Perez, Lindsay Herendeen, and Miranda Calmjoy, Health Policy Analysts 
at the State Board of Health, delivered a presentation (on file) about the Health 
Impact Review (HIR) Program, 2025 requests, and feedback received.  

 
Cait said that an HIR is an objective, non-partisan, evidence-based tool that provides 
the Governor and state legislators with information about how proposed legislation 
may impact health and equity. Cait said the State Board of Health conducts HIRs in 
collaboration with the Council. Cait shared that HIRs inform legislative decision-
making by: 

• Providing lawmakers with important information for discussion with other 
lawmakers; 

• Delivering unbiased data and information; and 

• Adding credibility to proposals. 
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Cait talked about some processes, including compensation for eligible key 
informants who contribute content and context expertise to a review. 
 
Lindsay shared about the HIR team’s work in Fiscal Year 2025. Since 2024, 138 
HIRs have been completed at the request of 64 different legislators and the 
Governor. Miranda shared feedback received this year from legislators. Legislators 
said that HIRs provided reliable data and information. Miranda shared feedback from 
2025 key informant interviewees, such as how interviewees used HIR findings to 
educate others on a topic. 
 
Miranda shared about the team’s national connections, including the Public Health 
Law Center at the Mitchell Hamline School of Law, the Center for Public Health Law 
Research at Temple University, and the Network for Public Health Law. Miranda 
recapped new connections with state researchers within the Office of Financial 
Management, the Office of the Washington State Auditor, and the Liquor and 
Cannabis Board. Lindsay also spoke about Substitute House Bill 1606, concerning 
state employee access to peer-reviewed journals, and the need for sustainable 
access to peer-reviewed literature for state employees. 

 
Chair Danielson, Vice Chair Rodriguez, and Member Ward thanked the HIR team 
and commended their work. Member Ward said the HIR process has greatly 
improved. Member Ward expressed curiosity about the national public health 
networks, saying that Washington State is a leader in addressing the mechanics of 
disparities.  
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez said conducting key informant interviews is crucial to having 
community voice. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that having a larger pool of community 
members for key informant interviews is a huge asset and encourages people to 
share their work. Stephen Kutz, Council Member (State Board of Health), discussed 
HIRs over the years that have had implications for the Council’s work. 

 
Cait said they will follow up with Council Members by sharing links. Cait said their 
work is unique due to their charge to look at social drivers of health, where other 
states are more focused on one section of the work. 

 
The Council took a break at 12:10 p.m. and reconvened at 12:22 p.m. 

 
6. PANEL: COMMUNITY YOUTH 

Chair Danielson welcomed the Youth Panel and said this is an exciting opportunity 
to learn from the brilliance of youth. Judith and Jasmine introduced the youth 
facilitator, Ebubechi Abonyi, and the three panelists from Central Washington—Kali, 
Kalia, and Wendy.  
 
Ebubechi facilitated the panel discussion on the following questions: 

• What does health and well-being mean to you and your community? 
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• What are the biggest challenges you and your friends face? Who is impacted the 
most? 

• Where have you found healing, strength, or joy? In hard times, what keeps you 
going and helps you out? 

• If you could change one thing in your school, neighborhood, or the system you’re 
in, what would it be and why? 

• What does leadership look like to you? How can adults support youth-led 
change? 

 
The following are themes from the panel discussion on each question. 
 
Question 1: What does health and well-being mean to you and your 
community? 

• Access to clean water. It is a vital part of living and clean water makes everyone 
healthier.  

• Living comfortably. Farmworkers often struggle with food insecurity, which leads 
to stress, and high levels of stress directly affect well-being.  

• Prioritizing self-care. Being healthy is important when taking care of family 
members, such as a child. 

• Changing bad habits, exercising, eating better, and doing activities to improve 
mental well-being.  

• Being in an environment where you feel safe and welcome. Some neighborhoods 
are not safe.  

• Access to medical care and resources. Help the community navigate and 
connect to available resources. 

 
Question 2: What are the biggest challenges you and your friends face? Who 
is impacted the most? 

• Stress from threats of school shootings, gang activity, bullying, and suicide. The 
mental health toll is immense, not just on people experiencing them directly but 
also on friends and family.  

• Graduating high school. This is a hard goal for many, and college sometimes 
feels like just a dream and not a reality. There is a lot of stress and self-doubt 
about graduating from high school and attending college.  

• Cultural relevance. One panelist spoke about cultural foods that they have 
learned can lead to health issues such as diabetes. They said that this 
knowledge presents a huge challenge, since certain foods are part of their 
culture, and it is hard to change.   

 
Question 3: Where have you found healing, strength, or joy? In hard times, 
what keeps you going and helps you out? 

• Family and loved ones. 

• Activities such as sports and clubs. These activities get them outdoors in a safe 
way and help reduce stress.  

• Religious and spiritual beliefs.  
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• Counseling and mental health services would be helpful. 
 
Follow up question: Do you feel therapy is accessible to you? 
Some panelists expressed that therapy can be controversial in their communities, 
and that many people believe these services are only needed to deal with serious 
mental illnesses. They said they are also unsure how to access and pay for it, and 
they do not know many in their communities who use therapy.  

 
Question 4: If you could change one thing in your school, neighborhood, or 
the system you’re in, what would it be and why? 

• More opportunities for youth voices to be heard.  

• More academic support opportunities and clubs in schools. 

• More community events where people can connect or learn skills together.  

• Access to in-person opportunities and third spaces. 
 
Question 5: What does leadership look like to you? How can adults support 
youth-led change? 

• A leader is someone who listens and represents what people want, not just what 
they themselves want. 

• Leaders should be empathetic and have good listening skills. 

• One panelist spoke about an experience where they gave a proposal about 
recycling to a representative and left hurt because the representative dismissed 
it. 

• Adults can support youth-led changes by including youth, listening to what they 
have to say, and not being afraid to challenge the norms of the system. 

• Trust is earned over time and if adults are not actively listening, youth will not 
return to them. 

 
Ebubechi then opened the floor to questions from the panel. Chair Danielson 
expressed gratitude for the valuable information and said that the way the panelists 
move in the world is inspiring.  
 
Member Kutz asked panelists to describe a safe and comfortable environment for 
dialogue. Panelists described a physical space with warm lighting, comfortable 
seating, and an atmosphere where they could open up. Member Kutz said that 
discussions should be youth-led, have boundaries that are safe for youth, and 
include people who could relate to the youth’s experiences, such as through shared 
personal backgrounds. 

 
Member Kutz asked panelists to describe what a safe neighborhood and school look 
like. Panelists acknowledged the reality of shootings and lockdowns. Panelists said 
that having reassurance that they are protected while in school or at home is helpful. 
They said that it would also be helpful to restrict access to guns and to address 
homelessness, which can affect the safety of neighborhoods and schools. 
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Linda Baggio, Council Member (Health Care Authority), commended the panelists 
and said that their responses touched on important social determinants of health. 
Member Baggio said that they would connect further and work to make changes 
based on what was shared today.  
 
A public participant shared that their children are afraid for them to leave the house. 
They said that during dinner conversations, their children talk about being afraid that 
their parents will be taken by immigration enforcement authorities and separated 
from them. They said that the trauma is deep, and the resources being offered alone 
are not enough. They asked how parents can respond to their children and bring 
them comfort. Panelists suggested that finding others who are struggling with the 
same thing might be helpful since community and connection can offer protection. 
One panelist spoke about their first-hand experience with the same fear in their 
community. 
 
Another public participant discussed social capital and how important it is for young 
people to feel they can accomplish goals. The commenter asked how panelists feel 
their friends and peers can have the confidence to achieve their goals. Panelists 
shared that taking college classes while in high school helped them gain self-
confidence. They said that building self-confidence takes support from others. They 
said that it is important to meet youth where they are so they do not feel behind, and 
to remind youth that there is always a starting point.  

 
Ebubechi concluded the discussion and thanked the panelists, Council, and public 
attendees for participating. Judith and Jasmine shared that they had made space on 
the panel to include two youth who are incarcerated but were unable to confirm 
participation due to time and institutional constraints. They said that they hope in the 
future to include voices of youth who are incarcerated youth. 
 
Council members shared closing comments.  
 
Vic Rodriguez, Council Member (Commission on Hispanic Affairs), asked youth to 
let the Council know what platform to use to connect with them in the future. Member 
Ward thanked the panel and acknowledged that Council staff had also reached out 
to Tribal youth but did not have enough time to arrange for them to join. Member 
Ward said that there are Tribal community efforts to bring together a Youth Council 
to add a youth voice in the Tribal community.  
 
Chair Danielson hoped the youth panelists heard how much their perspectives and 
wisdom are valued. Chair Danielson said that youth brilliance should be celebrated 
and shared the hope that youth voices can be more regularly included in the 
Council’s work. Vice Chair Rodriguez added that the Council’s request legislation 
proposes adding youth seats and votes to the Council. Vice Chair Rodriguez 
thanked staff and the panelists for making the panel happen.  

 
The Council took a lunch break at 1:31 p.m. and reconvened at 2:20 p.m. 
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7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Vice Chair Rodriguez invited community members to share thoughts during the 
public comment period.  
 
Lorenzo, Community Member, shared the impacts of federal policy and violence 
against farmworkers. They said immigration enforcement authorities can be 
described as terrorists because they are beating people up, leaving children as 
orphans, and doing barbaric things. They said the Governor should be in favor of 
humanity and the Democrats should unite, or there will be no justice.  
 
Maria, Community Member, said that government actions are particularly harmful 
right now. Maria requested that people act in unity by stating, “If they’re acting in an 
aggressive way, we should act in a unity way. Become more strong” (Spanish to 
English interpretation). Maria said that if immigration enforcement authorities were to 
walk into the room, they would target certain people due to the color of their skin. 
Maria shared the suggestion, “Either you take us all or you take none” (Spanish to 
English interpretation). Maria shared a story about their niece. Maria said that their 
niece’s mother died three weeks ago, but before they passed, they had bought 
tickets to Mexico because of fear of immigration enforcement activities. Maria said 
that their family members, including U.S. citizens, are leaving due to fear. Maria said 
that their niece’s mother was a white U.S. citizen. Maria urged the Council and the 
Governor to see what they could do.  

 
Consuelo, Community Member, stated there is a need to develop mental health 
resources for families at risk of being separated. Consuelo said that there are 
currently no resources in Spanish, and when clients ask them for resources at work, 
they have nothing to offer. Consuelo said that there are many health disparities in 
mental health. Consuelo said that families don’t feel confident in calling support 
hotlines. Consuelo said that communities are afraid and need support from all of us.   
 
Lily, Community Member, said that the Yakima Free Clinic recently opened, and that 
they have not seen this level of depression and panic attacks among a wide group of 
people before. Lily said that even though there are resources, most are not sensitive 
to their community’s needs. Lily made a call to action to partner with the Council. Lily 
said the vision the Council wants to create is crucial, and support is mostly needed 
in the fields and in meat processing plants. Lily said they could connect the Council 
to community organizations for an interview. 
 
Consuelo said that the President thinks people without documents are a burden on 
the public, but these people are providing what is needed for everyone to survive in 
this nation. Consuelo shared a photo of a community member in a military uniform. 
Consuelo said this person served in the military, then came back to work in the 
fields. Consuelo said his mother does not have legal immigration documents. 
Consuelo said that there are so many people from these communities who are 
serving the country, and they do not understand why there is so much hatred.  
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Maria said that before, they did not carry their U.S. passport with them daily, but now 
they do in case they are stopped by immigration enforcement authorities. Maria said 
that immigration enforcement agencies will stop people because of the color of their 
skin.  
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez and Renee Fullerton, Council Member (Workforce Training & 
Education Coordinating Board – WTB), shared gratitude with public commenters. 
Vice Chair Rodriguez reaffirmed the Council’s belief that all people deserve to be 
safe and healthy. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that it is only possible with collaboration 
and leadership. Member Kutz said that the Council does not have any direct control 
over policy but can share the message.  

 
8. GOVERNOR’S POLICY STAFF UPDATE: HEALTH CARE, PUBLIC HEALTH, 

AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH  
Vice Chair Rodriguez introduced Caitlin Safford, the Governor’s senior policy advisor 
on healthcare, public health, and behavioral health.  
 
Caitlin Safford, Office of the Governor, discussed plans from the Governor’s Office to 
respond to federal policy actions. Caitlin said that the Governor’s Office is working 
with agencies to respond to impacts from H.R.1 (One Big Beautiful Bill Act), 
including managing changes to the Medicaid Program and the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and how to carry out work requirement 
implementation for Medicaid. Caitlin said that there will be a lack of state funding to 
make up for what has been cut by the federal government. The Governor’s Office is 
looking at how and what they can do to stretch healthcare coverage. Caitlin said the 
first cut is coming on January 1, 2026, through the expiration of tax credits. Caitlin 
said that earlier this year, around 300 individuals documented through the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program were no longer eligible for Medicaid 
coverage and had to pay full coverage for their healthcare. Caitlin said the 
Governor’s Office is looking at policy options to provide coverage, but does not 
currently have budget details.  
  
Caitlin discussed plans from the Governor’s Office for the upcoming 2026 Legislative 
Session. Caitlin said that the Governor’s Office will work on protecting access to 
vaccines and science. Caitlin said that the Governor’s Office will look at 
recommendations from appropriate regulatory and executive powers, even if they 
are different from federal recommendations. Caitlin discussed the West Coast 
Health Alliance, which is providing recommendations starting with vaccines, but may 
move beyond that. Caitlin said members of the public can have faith in the Alliance’s 
recommendations. Caitlin said that the Governor’s Office is working with the 
Department of Health and the Health Care Authority to use the recommendations to 
their full effect. Caitlin said the state is also building out behavioral health systems to 
alleviate pressure on hospitals. Caitlin said that the federal government is hours 
away from a shutdown, and there will be impacts on many people.  
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Caitlin answered questions from the Council and community members in 
attendance.  
 
Lily said that they volunteer with the Yakima Free Clinic, which is open eight hours a 
week and has seen 300 patients since May. Lily said that the clinic sees many 
chronic conditions, but also mental and emotional health issues (e.g., panic attacks, 
depression, anxiety) related to fears of immigration enforcement activities. Lily said 
the effect of this fear is deep and wondered about the potential to prevent further 
trauma and asked Caitlin for their guidance. Caitlin said that the state’s struggle is 
with a lack of funding. Caitlin said they have seen good results with mobile crisis 
care units, which do not rely on facilities to stabilize people. They said that they want 
to see more support in this work for diverse communities. Lily asked if this was a 
mobile care clinic. Caitlin said it is a team who come into the community to talk with 
people having mental health crises, rather than law enforcement showing up. Lily 
asked if there is a way to have more language access integrated into this work. 
Caitlin said that they loved that idea and will take it back. 
 

The Council took a break at 3:01 p.m. and reconvened at 3:16 p.m. 
 
9. PROJECT DISCUSSION: STATEWIDE VISION FOR HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

—POSSIBLE ACTION 
Vice Chair Rodriguez said they received additional community feedback about the 
Council’s activities, and questions about whether the Council is holding meetings 
during evenings or weekends to make participation possible for farmworkers. 
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez opened the floor for discussion on the topic of the statewide 
vision for health and well-being project.  

 
Member Kutz said that the landscape around this topic has changed. Member Kutz 
said that the Council is now in a fight where people are looking to preserve what 
they currently have. Member Kutz said the Council must consider that framing or 
they will set unrealistic work goals.   

 
Member Ward raised the concept of what makes a healthy community from the 
youth panel discussion. Member Ward said that they can feel the heartbreak in the 
room, but that there is also hope. Member Ward said that people can work on state 
policy from a place of love and compassion.  

 
A public participant shared a story of an immigration officer detaining an 11-year-old 
local girl. The participant shared that the child was waiting to get picked up by their 
parents outside of school when the officer grabbed the child forcibly and put 
handcuffs on them. They said that witnessing the event caused them tremendous 
pain in their heart. They said that they attended a protest in Yakima despite their 
mobility issues because that girl’s pain was worth it. They said that they saw many 
people there protesting, and that it is time to rise up and use our voices. They said 
that in the past, they used to say America protected families and children, and now 
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people must remind the current federal administration that we are all a part of 
families.  

 
Chair Danielson said they were moved powerfully by the comments shared. Chair 
Danielson said it makes them want to be as helpful as possible. The spirit and 
humanity of these comments is what we should be supporting. Chair Danielson said 
that these are hard days and horrible experiences, but we have incredible power. 
Chair Danielson said we must reaffirm what we have always believed in, do the hard 
work, and consider what we are to do for the things we believe in. 

 
Judith shared comments from a community member named Daniel. Judith said that 
Daniel did not want to speak to anyone here and is tired of repeating themselves. 
Judith said Daniel thought the Governor was going to be present since this is the 
Governor’s Interagency Council. Daniel urged folks to share the message that the 
hunting of community members must stop, and that the Governor can protect people 
against the President. Daniel said to look at California’s regulations around law 
enforcement and face coverings. Daniel said that living in fear of persecution is a 
health disparity. Daniel asked Council members to ensure that his comment, 
including the pain, fear, and trauma of his community, would be elevated to the 
Governor. Judith said that Daniel’s comment ended with them saying that they will 
listen to the news and wait for good news from the Governor. 

 
Jean spoke about how childhood trauma can create health issues throughout life. 
Jean said that there are laws related to this in Washington State and that schools 
should pay attention to children with Adverse Childhood Events (ACEs). Jean said 
that this principle applies to Mexican children and white children, and that people 
and schools should pay attention to Mexican children who experience trauma.  

 
Vice Chair Rodriguez said that the Council will take this feedback to the appropriate 
channels. Vice Chair Rodriguez shifted the discussion back to the statewide vision 
for health and well-being. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that this is an opportunity to 
create unity and to allow multiple streams of work to come together.  

 
Linh provided background on the statewide vision project and the Council’s efforts 
leading up to this point. Vice Chair Rodriguez invited discussion on the motion.   
 
Member Johnson asked about the timeline and parameters for the committee. Linh 
invited the Council’s guidance on this topic and said the Council will need to work 
around many schedules and accommodate the upcoming legislative session. Linh 
shared a reminder that when the Council committed to creating the statewide vision, 
the Council aspired for a completion date of October 2027, but also said they would 
work at the speed of partners. Linh said it will be important to take the time needed 
to ensure that the process is inclusive. Linh said that it can take many months to 
write a collaborative report and to get it to the Governor.  
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Council members spoke about needing to balance the long-term nature of the 
project with immediate situations facing community members.  
 
Member Fullerton asked whether this idea meets the need that Council members 
heard today, or might there be another way to address the immediate without losing 
sight of the longer-term goal. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that having a committee is a 
good way to engage partners and gives the Council flexibility when it meets. Vice 
Chair Rodriguez said that this project will need leadership and support from Council 
Members and all partners. 

 
Member Ward said that they appreciated the discussion. Member Ward said that the 
Council can make sure immediate needs are present in discussions about the 
statewide vision project. Member Kutz said that this statewide vision project would 
not necessarily take care of immediate needs but rather establish the Council’s long-
term priorities and spoke in support of doing the project.  

 
Member Baggio said that this committee will provide a good grounding to build from. 
Member Baggio said that the timeline seems reasonable and provides the Council 
space to complete the work thoughtfully.  

 
Vice Chair Rodriguez said that there can be a sense of urgency in responding to 
people’s stories, and that there is also value in rooting ourselves in a shared 
purpose. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that the Council can both think towards the 
future and act based on what is in front of them.  
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez raised the topic of the statewide vision’s work in relation to the 
community. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that they were not thinking of the vision as a 
nice statement to go on the Council’s website, but rather a relationship that all 
Council members commit to moving forward. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that they are 
challenging the Council not to go through a long process that shuts out community 
like government frequently does. Vice Chair Rodriguez spoke to the need to align 
efforts with other bodies such as the Department of Health’s Community 
Collaborative, the Office of Equity, and state ethnic commissions, doing similar work. 
Vice Chair Rodriguez said that the intersection of these bodies’ work is community 
engagement, and that a process can be started to bring together efforts so that there 
can be sustained engagement. Vice Chair Rodriguez suggested looking at the 
Environmental Justice Council’s participatory decision-making and shared 
leadership model. Vice Chair Rodriguez suggested hosting an assembly, rather than 
sharing data.  

 
Member Fullerton stated that the subcommittee could be a way to engage with 
policy makers. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that the legislature funded a pilot program 
to engage policymakers more intentionally last year, and that there may be lessons 
learned there.  
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Member Faitalia said that the statewide vision is high-level, and communities at the 
table are looking at things locally. Member Faitalia spoke to the need for sustainable 
local-level civic education, for translating information, and to be intentional and 
reciprocal. Member Faitalia said that working with the Oceanic community is 
important.  
 
Member Faitalia complimented the Commission on Hispanic Affairs on their work in 
various areas of government and asked how to sustain local communities, get 
involvement with civic processes, and elevate community concerns.  

 
Linh affirmed that this process of creating a committee just to create a plan is a very 
government way to do things. Linh said that the work of creating a statewide vision 
needs to be worth the community’s time, and that the Council needs to do its 
homework before going out into the community.  
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez said that this committee may be a space to provide guidance. 
Vice Chair Rodriguez said that people who have done community engagement hear 
the same things repeatedly and that the committee should identify what information 
has already been shared. Member Ward supported this idea, saying that just 
gathering what information has already been shared would be an incredible start for 
the committee. 

 
Lisa Keating, LGBTQ Commission, said that the LGBTQ Commission created a 
resource hub on their website, following CHA’s model. Commissioner Keating said 
that the two commissions are in partnership because they serve similar people. 
Commissioner Keating said that the commissions are looking at where students can 
file harassment incident forms, and that there are needs like this that many groups 
have in common. Commissioner Keating said that there is a need to streamline 
existing resources and information, then see where the gaps are. Commissioner 
Keating shared their support for this project and collaboration. 
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez summarized the discussion and said there seems to be 
support for the project despite limited resources. Vice Chair Rodriguez said that 
there will be needs around time, support, and leadership that Council Members will 
have to take on.  

 
Motion: The Council establishes a planning advisory committee (committee) for the 
statewide vision project. The committee will work with Council staff to create a 
proposed project plan, which should identify ways to integrate aligned efforts, data 
and information, resources, and engagement strategies. The Council directs staff to 
convene and provide support to the committee. Staff shall incorporate today’s 
discussion themes as well as ongoing individual guidance from Council Members 
and Chairs. 
Motion/Second: Kutz/Ward. Member Vic Rodriguez (CHA Alternate) abstained. 
Approved unanimously.   
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10. DANCE PERFORMANCE: HEALTH AND WELL-BEING THROUGH CULTURAL 
CELEBRATION 
Members of the Aztec dance group CeAtl Tonalli shared a cultural dance practice.  
 
Captain Xiutecpatl Lopez spoke about the significance of dance, connection, and 
cultural heritage to health and well-being.  

 

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS, FEEDBACK, AND REFLECTIONS  
There were no final comments.   

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Vice Chair Rodriguez adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
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