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May 18, 2020 EJ Task Force Meeting 

What is WSDOT doing 
to include and engage 
EJ communities –
agency-wide policies and 
project actions 



What we’ll cover today
• WSDOT’s Agency-wide efforts 

related to Environmental Justice, 
Title VI, and Inclusion - Earl

• Project delivery focus – Carol Lee

• Community Engagement during 
planning and design – Char 
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Inclusion is central to our 
agency’s strategic plan 
WSDOT is: 

• Building the agency’s 
cultural competence

• Providing fair and equal 
opportunities to 
participate in WSDOT 
employment, contracts, 
and decision making 

• Making sure that every 
voice is heard
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Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956



Highway revolts inform the NEED for a 
National Environmental Policy
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Freeway protesters in City Hall San Francisco (c.1960)

Seattle Municipal Archives - Proposed R.H. Thomson Freeway 
arboretum interchange,1960

1960’s plan to connect SR 520 to I-90 via Arboretum

Resulted in Federal & State  
Environmental Laws to require public 
review, protect the environment and 
increase public health – 1970’s 
NEPA, Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act 
and others. 

Environmental Justice EO, 1994
(Limited English EO signed in 2000) 



WSDOT plays a lead role 
• Multimodal network connections (ferries, rail, transit, freight)
• Reduce congestion (Incident response, fix bottlenecks, ramp metering, tolling)  
• Vessel Emissions reductions (cleaner ferries and state-owned fleet) 
• Active Transportation (walking, biking) 

Local & State Partnership 
• Land use, managed growth 
• transportation planning 
• Mode shift and reduce demand 
• Regional air pollution controls 

Federal Controlled 
• Auto Fuel Efficiency Standards (Tailpipe)
• Alternative Fuels 
• Funding and regulations 

Move to a Cleaner, Safer, Healthier Network
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https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ -- See link at bottom right on our home page

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/


WSDOT’s Priorities Today 
• Practical Solutions

– understanding communities needs is the 
foundation of our project decisions

• Principles of Community Engagement
– strengthen partnerships to increase trust 

and inform decision making

• Emphasis on Environmental Justice
–identify & address the effects of agency 

actions to achieve equitable benefits & 
burdens

South Park Bridge replacement, 2011
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/environment/technical/disciplines/social-and-
land-use-effects/environmental-justice



Title VI Civil Rights Act
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“No person in the United States 
shall, on the ground of race, color, or 
national origin, 

- be excluded from participation in, 
- be denied the benefits of, or 
- be subjected to discrimination 

under any program or activity 
receiving Federal financial 
assistance.”

1. To ensure the full and fair 
participation in the 
transportation decision-making 
process.

2. To prevent the denial of, 
reduction in, or significant 
delay in the receipt of benefits.

3. To avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
disproportionately high and 
adverse human health and 
environmental effects.

EJ Principles

USDOT’s Guiding Principles re: EO 12898: 
Federal Actions To Address Environmental 
Justice in Minority and Low-Income PopulationsTitle VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, et seq. 



Range of WSDOT Projects & Activities 

Highway Photos 
• I-5 JBLM
• SR 150 near Chelan 
• US 12 Aberdeen



Environmental Justice 
Analysis @ Project-Level  
• Federal projects – follow federal definitions 

and USDOT requirements 
• Use EPA’s EJSCREEN – Census data, 

school data  

Assess benefits and burdens, ask: Does an effect fall disproportionately on low-income or minority populations? 
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North Spokane Corridor

Creating and Sustaining 
Meaningful, Inclusive, and 

Transparent 
Community Engagement 
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Historic Conditions

“At WSDOT, inclusive engagement means reaching out to all community members, so that they can choose to have a 
voice in the process and know their ideas were heard and considered.”

Secretary of Transportation Roger Millar
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Placemaking is…
• Community is the Expert
• Community-driven
• Visionary
• Function before form
• Adaptable
• Inclusive
• Focused on creating destinations
• Context-specific
• Dynamic
• Trans-disciplinary
• Transformative
• Flexible
• Collaborative
• Sociable



Children of the Sun Trail Crosses at Garland   
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Based on Community Engagement

Market St. NSC

Children of the Sun Trail
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Garland Ave. & NSC 
Looking South

Market St.
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PLACE Making…
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Meaningful Connections… 
How Can We Best Engage with You?

• Face-to-face  (Synchronous)
Physical interactions to discuss ideas and 
share information/ideas/pictures

• (Non) Face-to-face (Asynchronous)
Indirect methods of keeping 
communities informed and providing 
opportunities to share 
information/ideas/pictures
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We Identify and Connect with 
Underrepresented & Diverse Communities

6
“Limited English 

Proficiency” 
Communities
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We Provide & Facilitate Opportunity 
to Influence
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We Gather Data
Clearly Present Analysis that Leads to Outcomes
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We Deliver Collaboratively Informed Outcomes
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Thank You!
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Story Map Website 
www.NSCPlace.com

Facebook Page
@NSCPlace

NSC Project Website 
www.NSCFreeway.com

http://www.nscplace.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NSCplace/
http://www.nscfreeway.com/
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Title VI Notice and ADA Information
It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no 
per son shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any 
person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with 
WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional information regarding Title VI 
complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please 
contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7082.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information Accommodation requests for people with 
disabilities can be made by contacting the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Affairs team at 
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll-free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are deaf 
or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.
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